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Shirley D. Hughes, General Manager and CFO Takes Director of Finance 
Position with the City of Vista, California 

  
FALLS CHURCH, VA. – General Manager of Administrative Services and Chief Financial Officer 
Shirley D. Hughes announced this morning that she is relocating to California to serve as Director of 
Finance and City Treasurer for the City of Vista. She will assume this position on September 13, 2004.  
 
Shirley Hughes joined the City in September 1999 when she relocated from Gorham, Maine where she 
served as Finance Director for the Town of Gorham. A committed public servant, Ms. Hughes is a 
financial expert, as her career includes serving in management-level roles for the State of Maine and the 
Portland, Maine school system. She has also served as an elected official and on various regional boards 
and commissions. 
 
Since her tenure with the City, Ms. Hughes led the effort to outsource the City’s computer technology, 
which won the 2003 Outsourcing Excellence Award in its Best Government category; she integrated a 
more efficient payroll and financial management system; she incorporated a Virtual Private Network for 
the City’s telephone service, which saved the City $170,000 in local telephone service charges, and just 
recently, Standard & Poors upgraded the City’s A+ bond rating to a AA bond rating. 
 
As Director of Finance and City Treasurer for the City of Vista, Shirley Hughes will serve its 92,800 
population, managing the City’s $71 million annual operating budget and the Finance Department’s 16- 
member staff. “Working for the City has well-prepared me for this opportunity. I will miss working with 
such a committed group of public administrators, but look forward to the journey ahead,” Ms. Hughes 
says.  
 
“We will miss Shirley’s candor and decisiveness. She has truly turned around the City’s financial 
condition by spearheading our efforts to bring all of our IT systems into the 21st century, saving us 
millions in money and time; and by establishing sound fiscal management practices and compelling the 
City to stick to its budgetary policies,” City Manager Dan McKeever says. “The City of Vista has made 
an excellent choice in appointing Shirley. We wish her all the best in California,” he says.   
 
Shirley Hughes’ last day with the City is September 10, 2004, as she will assist City Manager Dan 
McKeever in a search for her replacement and with the transition.  
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